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GEPL341 Special, Trimester 3, 2018 
Section A: 


Write a short answer to all the FIVE (5) questions provided. 
Each question is worth 10 marks with the overall section worth 50 marks. 


1. How does biogeography function through the development of theories derived from 
searching for patterns, testing assumptions, and making new observations? 

2. With the use of examples, briefly describe what happens when biogeography is ignored. 

3. Why is habitat loss an important biogeographical issue at the community level? 

4. What is the physical environment in relation to biogeography? 


5. With the use of examples, briefly describe the difference between ‘long-distance dispersal’ 
and ‘slow, diffusion dispersal’. 


Section B: 


Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (38) 
questions provided. 
This section is worth 25 marks. 


6. Comprehensively describe the five sampling strategies and designs associated with 
studying and describing vegetation. 


7. What is the difference between ‘track’ and ‘presence’ methodologies in studying animals 
and their distributions? With the use of examples, provide and describe at least four 
techniques associated with both ‘track’ and ‘presence’ methodologies. 


8. Explain the difference between an ‘environmental factor’ and an ‘environmental gradient’. 
Using examples where relevant, discuss the impact of scale on environmental factors and, 
additionally, describe some environmental factors which may be implicated in landscape 
and vegetation stress. 


GEPL341 Special, Trimester 3, 2018 


Section C: 

Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (3) 
questions provided. 

This section is worth 25 marks. 


9. Describe the conservation, legal, and organisational solutions in place to combat 
anthropogenic threats to species and ecosystems. Provide examples where relevant. 


10. Elaborate on three key concepts that impact upon the origination or the extinction of an 
ecosystem. 


11. With the use of examples, discuss the ‘inhibition’ and ‘tolerance’ models that describe the 
ecological extent of human impact on the natural environment. 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been 
returned. 


